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scheme? Where was the difference? The one under-
taking in its own way was as feasible as the other.
Because an old man has not sufficiently counted the cost,
that does not make his work chimerical. And only
twenty-one years were to pass from the date of this
trial before the second chimera was to become a fact,
and the Panama Canal, completed by America follow-
ing De Lesseps3 route, would be open to the shipping
of the nations.
De Lesseps' tragedy and misfortune was due to the
inevitable accident of advancing years.    In carrying
out his first enterprise he had had the wit to keep out
of the clutches of the financiers, and he had been able
to exercise a personal supervision over the work.  This
time he had to control his undertaking from a distance,
and he did not know sufficient of what was going on.
Faced with a demand for money in ever more fabulous
sums, if his plans were to bear fruit, he allowed his
Company to resort to those who seemed to be some-
what, and through whose influence he believed that the
financial obstacles in his path would be removed, but
who were only using the drive of his idealism to feather
their own nests.   He sought nothing for himself, but
everything for humanity.   Could such a man be called
a swindler?   When the breath of such a suspicion had
come upon him, he had risen fearlessly from his bed
and tottered manfully forth to meet the calumny and
defend his honour.
Now he could rise no more. When his name was
called to answer to the indictment there came no
response. Ferdinand de Lesseps lay insensible at
Chesnaye, and the voice of the Clerk of the Court